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11m by 7m, this spread had been divided into three 
discrete deposits, none of which was over 0.35m 
deep and much of which was reduced to 0.1m or 
less. The deepest part was C007, where section C–D 
(illus 5) shows that it, and the southern part of C011, 
filled what may be a palaeochannel with a concave 
section, as was the case with C040. Elsewhere, 
deposition appeared to have been onto the surfaces 
of sandbanks. Charcoal in C003 was dated (GU–
14992–3, table 3) to between 2210 and 1900 cal 
bc. Whereas C011 and C007 were homogeneous in 
nature, the main (C003), most elevated spread of 
burnt material in the south of the site contained two 
areas of brighter-red stones (C025, C055), caused 
by oxidation in a relatively dry location. This area 
was overlain by numerous roots running under the 
burn from the mature alder trees to the south and 
the matrix around the stones had been disturbed, 
probably by root action; indeed vertical roots were 
mistaken for wooden stakes during the evaluation. 
Post-depositional compaction was evidenced by 
stones being pressed into the underlying deposits 
(eg C017, C047). 

4.6	 Phase 5 – Fluvial erosion of burnt material, 
excavation of field drain and formation of field 
bank through site

The Phase 4 burnt mound had been affected by 
more recent fluvial erosion and human activity. 
This led to it being cut into three discrete deposits 
(C003/C025/C055, C007 and C011/C021). To the 
north-west (illus 3, 6, 7) of C011/C021, eroded 
deposits were preserved in a shallow palaeochannel. 

There, overlying the natural subsoil (C050) in the 
base of the palaeochannel was a thin deposit of 
peat (C067), which was overlain by C011 which 
contained frequent reddened stones. Deposit C011 
was overlain by C062, which was charcoal-rich, with 
few incorporated stones, and would appear to have 
been eroded from the main area of burnt material. 
Finally, C062 was overlain by a mixed deposit of 
peat and charcoal flecks (C008) with more sterile 
peat (C030) filling a second palaeochannel (illus 7), 
overlying the first. 

Further palaeochannels (C005, C023) cut the 
burnt mound to the east and west of the main 
deposit. The bases of both were filled with a mixture 
of small cobbles, finer material and degrading wood. 
That to the east (C005) was not fully revealed in the 
excavation trench but was at least 3m in width and 
was responsible for vertically truncating the edges of 
C003, C039, C040 (Section A–B, illus 3–4), exposing 
this sequence of deposits. The palaeochannel to 
the west (C023) was filled with similar material, 
with both being similar to that filling the existing 
canalised burn. All contrast with those in the pal-
aeochannels (eg C030) to the north which may have 
been formed by different streams originating as 
runoff from the fields to the north (illus 2). 

In the east-facing trench section, (Section J–K, 
illus 8), two palaeochannels were present. The 
earlier example was predominantly filled with peat 
(C085) under sand, small gravel and burnt stones 
(C083) and appears to be a continuation of C023. 
The latter contained a brown humified peat (C082), 
with charcoal flecked silts (C078, C081) above. These 
deposits were overlain by the field bank (C075) with 
its stone face (C106). 

Illus 8   Section J–K through the field bank and underlying palaeochannels




