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Plate 1 Wall 373

structure in the town, with nothing else between
it and the sandy expanses of the east bay, and is
situated within the area where such walls had pre-
viously been expected. The build of the wall would
certainly be in keeping with a date before the mid
18th century, and the position fits with that shown
on Roy’s map of that date. This may be an indication
that the official town walls referred to in the 1503
Act of Parliament were simply never built at North
Berwick and that this is the ‘town wall’, in that it
is the wall that marks the boundary of the town,
rather than a specifically defensive structure.

To the south of the burgh, another wall (194) was
identified on Law Road (illus 10), which again may
relate to the ‘town wall’. This wall was only seen in
section and was of sandstone and lime mortar con-
struction. It lined up with the southern wall of the
churchyard, and may be the back wall of one of the
plots to the south of the High Street, as shown on
Roy’s map of the mid 18th century. Again, this is not
a town wall in a defensive sense, but it does appear
to mark the southern extent of activity in the town.

7.3.2 Road surfaces

At the eastern end of the High Street, at the junction
with Quality Street, a layer of red sandstone slabs
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(020) was found below a series of alternating layers
of midden material and wind-blown sand, at a
depth of 1.2m below current ground surface (illus
8). Where a small portion of the sandstone slab had
been removed during excavation, a further layer of
cobbles could be seen (022) underneath. Fragments
of pottery dating from the 12th to 15th centuries
were recovered from the material the slabs were set
into, along with a single sherd that could be dated
more specifically to the 13th or 14th centuries (table
2). The layer of sandstone slabs appears to be an
area of yard associated with a building at the end of
the High Street, with evidence of at least two phases
of use or repair.

Immediately adjacent to the slabs and along
the length of the High Street, a number of further
deposits were identified at a similar depth (036 in
illus 8), which while not the same material, were
similarly compact, occasionally having cobbles
set in them or other concentrations of compacted
stones. These are interpreted as being part of a
fragmented road surface, dating to the medieval
period. There are further examples of compacted
material, often much like decayed red sandstone in
nature, in a number of the trenches further along
the High Street, on Market Street and on Forth
Street, all of which represent the remains of street
surfaces. It is too difficult (given the fragmented
nature of these deposits along with the fact that
they were only seen in a series of discrete trenches)
to say that they belong to the same feature or level,
but they certainly represent a surface or series of
surfaces dating to roughly the same period, which
was used over a broad period of time and subject
to damage and subsequent repair. This can be
compared with the deposits seen on East Road,
where there was a road surface, but formed from
compacted occupation deposits rather than laid
of stone. It was not until later on in the burgh’s
development that there was a more concerted
effort to improve East Road, and the formation of
a metalled surface.

The deposits on Victoria Road and leading towards
the harbour also indicate the presence of a street
surface. For almost the entire length of Victoria Road
there was a compacted surface (368) of sandstone
chips and clay, generally at a depth of 0.3m to 0.4m
below ground level, lying over a sequence of clean
and dirty wind-blown sand, and lying under a layer
of mixed occupation deposit (365, 378, 380). In
the area of the harbour, deep deposits of make-up
material were identified, which had previously been
seen in other excavations in this area (Addyman
2000, 28). These are thought to date to the early
19th century, when the western side of the natural
rocky harbour was built up. The surface may also
date to this period.

An area of rough cobbling (188) was found on Law
Road at the junction with St Andrew Street. The
deposits on Law Road were substantially shallower
than those elsewhere in the burgh, due to the rising
natural bedrock to the south. The cobbling overlay a
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thin layer of clay material that contained charcoal, trench. The cobbling is presumed to be a surface of
and is thought to be aligned east to west, although some sort, and to be indicative of a previous layout
again it was only seen in section in a very narrow of the corner of St Andrew Street and Law Road.
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