














Illus 52 Structures F and G, Dun Othail from the south-west. Scale 1.2m long.

Structure H

Structure H was the remains of a wall roughly 0.4m
wide, which could be discerned tracing most of the
edge of a small, higher terrace, ¢ 15 x 5m large, some
20-30m above the main terraces.

Structure I

A natural access ramp led to the top of the outcrop
behind Structure C, and to the middle terrace. The
low remains of another semi-circular wall abutted a
rock outcrop at the western edge of this terrace, in a
similar way to Structure C, but without any visible
gap for an entrance. Structure I measured 7 x 3m,
with walls ¢ 0.5m wide and ¢ 0.3m high.

14.5 Discussion

Only the Ordnance Survey surveyors of 1852 noted
the presence of ‘3 ruins, one above the other at
different levels’ on the lower terraces of Dun Othail.
The other writers were possibly preoccupied by
the apparent existence of a chapel (Structure A)
since its description by Muir in the 1860s. Malcolm
MacPhail mentioned the access path, defensive
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wall and chapel, but there was no mention of the
other buildings, despite his almost certainly having
visited the site and usually being detailed in his
note-taking.

The Ordnance Survey, in 1969, located the ‘chapel’
and confirmed the description given by Muir (later
reiterated by MacGibbon & Ross); but they did not
identify the other buildings on this occasion.

The possibility of there having been a chapel on
the site stems from a misidentification by Muir in
the 1860s of Structure A. This affected subsequent
descriptions of the remains despite the accuracy
of the original description taken by the Ordnance
Survey ten years earlier, which referred to the
main structure as having been built by an outlaw.
This description would have been taken from a
local informant and had strong associations with
the various local traditions that linked the site to
clan histories. The physical remains today would
fit this interpretation, when compared with the
form of buildings on known clan sites such as Dun
Eistean. Dun Othail would be easily defended from
the land and the sea, and affords excellent views of
the Minch. However, it is impossible to interpret the
site further from these traditions alone.





