











Illus 4 Stac Domhnuill Chaim from the north, showing structures on top of the stack

eroding from one of two open erosion scars. They
are considered to be later prehistoric or medieval in
date (see Appendix 3).

Structure C

Structure C was the perimeter wall. It was construc-
ted of stone and turf, and extended from the
northern end of the stack, down the eastern side, to
its southern end. At this end the wall became harder
to define, but it possibly enclosed two terraces, which
occupied the southern end of the stack. Beyond and
enclosing these lower terraces, a line of stones may
have represented another wall.

A revetment wall, which may have been contem-
porary with the perimeter wall, appeared to support
Structure B around the western edge of the stack.
This formed part of a possible path which could be
traced to the north-west corner of the site, leading
to a small, enclosed area formed by the perimeter
wall and the natural rock outcrops at the north end
of the site.

Western eroding scar
A visit in 2006 led to the discovery of a new eroding
scar on the western edge of the stack, 5-10m west
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from, and 2-3m down slope, of the structures. It
measured ¢ 4m long by 1.5m high, and had two main
deposits, one sealing the other. A pit containing a
charcoal-rich soily fill was noticed cut into the lower
deposit. The pit was V-shaped in profile, ¢ 0.3m deep
and the same in diameter. Some 0.5m to the right
and 0.2-0.3m lower down from this pit a large body
sherd of decorated pottery was discovered, which
has since been assigned to the early prehistoric,
possibly Neolithic period by Trevor Cowie at the
National Museum of Scotland (illus 5).

6.6 Discussion

The first edition of the Ordnance Survey map for
the district gave two alternative names for this site,
Stac Domhnuill Chaim and Stac na Beirghe (sic).
The latter name may be earlier than the former, as
Gaelic beirgh derives from either the Old Norse berg
meaning ‘rock outcrop’ which has been borrowed
into Gaelic as beirgh ‘coastal promontory (usually
with narrow neck or isthmus) (Cox 2006, 12), or the
Old Norse borg, or fort. The name element beirgh
is frequently associated with coastal archaeological



Neolithic pottery from Stac Domhnuill

20

sites. The nomenclature may therefore suggest the
possibility of an earlier occupation of the site prior
to its use by the eponymous hero. This possibility
seems to have been confirmed by the discovery of
prehistoric pottery on the site, which parallels finds
from Eilean nan Luchruban (see Section 11 below)
and Dunasbroc (Section 9 below).

There was severe and rapid current erosion of
both the archaeology and the access route, making
future investigation more difficult and dangerous
each year.

6.7 Potential for future work

Depending on winter storm conditions, it is possible
that the next two decades may see the total des-
truction of this site. Some time before that it will
become effectively inaccessible. It would therefore
seem sensible that this site be subject to evalua-
tion or small-scale excavation as a matter of some
urgency.
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Illus 6 Location map of Stac a’ Chaisteal and topographic survey
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