SAIR 28 web page SAIR 28 contents

Early medieval
settlement and ironworking in Dornoch,
Sutherland: excavations at The Meadows
Business Park

by Russel Coleman and Effie Photos-Jones

with contributions by
Simon Chenery, Adrian Cox, Derek Hall,
Mhairi Hastie and Catherine Smith

Scottish Archaeological Internet Report 28, 2008
www.sair.org.uk


Stephen Cracknell
Text Box
SAIR 28 web page             SAIR 28 contents

http://www.sair.org.uk/sair28/
http://www.sair.org.uk/sair28/index.html
http://www.sair.org.uk/

Published by the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, www.socantscot.org.uk
with Historic Scotland, www.historic-scotland.gov.uk
and the Council for British Archaeology, www.britarch.ac.uk
Editor Helen Bleck
Produced by  Archetype Information Technology Ltd, www.archetype-it.com

ISBN: 9780903903974
ISSN: 1773-3803

Requests for permission to reproduce material from a SAIR report should be sent to the Director of the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, as well as to the author, illustrator, photographer or other copyright
holder.

Copyright in any of the Scottish Archaeological Internet Reports series rests with the SAIR Consortium
and the individual authors.

The consent does not extend to copying for general distribution, advertising or promotional purposes, the
creation of new collective works or resale.


http://www.socantscot.org.uk
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk
http://www.britarch.ac.uk
http://www.archetype-it.com

Contents

Listof ITustrations. . . . . . ¢ o ¢t v v i v i i i it et e e e et o oo o o oo oot o o oo o oo oo iv
Listof Tables . . . . . ¢ vt i i i i i i et e e e et e e e et e ot oo oo oot oot oo oo e v
1 AbStract . . . . o v v i it i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et 1
2 Introduction. . . . . . . ¢ i i i i i i i i e e e e e et e e e e e e et e e e e e e e 3
2.1 Historical and archaeological background . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ..., 3

3 TheExcavation. . . . . . . ¢ i v v i i i ittt o ot o o o o o o ot oo o o o oot oooeessas 5
3.1 Phase 1: ditches and iron-making and -working (8th-9th centuries ap) (illus4a) . . . ... .. .. 5
3.1.1 Ditches . . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e 5

3.1.2 Iron-making/working debris, hearth and pits . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 5

3.2 Phase 2: building, enclosures, pits and ironworking (9th-10th centuries ap) (illus 4b). . . . . . . . 5
3.2.1 Midden . . . . . . . . e e e e e e 5

3.2.2 Largeenclosure. . . . . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e 7

3.2.3 Building . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e 7

3.2.4 Small enclosure and gullies . . . . . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e 8

3.3 Phase 3: enclosure (10th-11th centuries ad) (illus4c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . ... 8
3.3.1 Ditch . . . . . . e e e e e e 8

3.3.2 Pit. . . . . . e e s 9

3.4 Phase 4: medieval features (15th century ad) (illus4d) . . . . . . . .. . ... ... .. ...... 9

3.5 Radiocarbondates . . . . . . . . . L e e e 9

3.6 Thepottery . . . . . . . . e e e 9
3.6.1 Geochemical fingerprinting of Dornoch pottery. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... 10

3.7 Theartefacts . . . . . . . . . . . e e e 10
3.7.1 Copper-alloy objects . . . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e 10

3.7.2 Boneobjects . . . . . . . . . e e e e e 12

3.8 Metallurgical wastes analysis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e 13
3.8.1 Introduction: setting the scene. . . . . . . . . . . . i v i i i e e e e e e e e 13

3.82 Thesite. . . . . . . . e e e 14

3.8.3 About bloomery iron-making . . . . . . . . ... e e e e e 14

3.84 Conclusions. . . . . . . . . o o e e e e e e e e e e 15

3.9 Thefaunal remains . . . . . . . . . . L e e 15
3.9.1 Marine reSOUTrCeS. . . . . . v v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 15

3.10 The plant remains . . . . . . . . . . . o L e e e e e 16
3.10.1 Pit49 . . . . . . e e e e e 17

3.10.2 Significance of the cereal remains . . . . . . . . . . .. e e e 17

3.10.3 Wood Charcoal Identifications. . . . . . . . . . o v v v v v it i it et e e e e 17

4 DISCUSSION. . & v v v v v i it i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e et e e e e e 18
5 Acknowledgements. . . . . . . . 0 i i it e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e et 20
6 References. . . . . o v v i i i i v i i i i i e e ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e 21

iii



List of Illustrations

(All copyright: the authors, unless otherwise stated)

IO Utk WNH

i
o

Site location . . . . . . . L e 3
The development and excavated areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 4
Phases 14 . . . . . . . e s 6
Possible paved entrance to the building . . . . . . . .. ... .. ... .. . Lo 7
Enclosure at the west end of the site.. . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... . ... . 8
The artefacts . . . . . . . . . L e 11
Section through cultivationsoil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... o 16
The access road under excavation lookingwest. . . . . . . . . .. ... ... .. ......... 18

iv



List of Tables

1 Radiocarbon dates

2 Features with dimensions and descriptions of fills. . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ........ 13

next section


Stephen Cracknell
Text Box
next section




