


lid (SF 99) was found in the final backfill from the
ditch system and a mattock fragment (SF 210) was
found next to one of the cists discovered during this
series of excavations (Cregeen & Harrington 1981).

Two fragments of stone decorated with depres-
sions (SF nos 219, 223) were recovered from the
final backfill of the ditch system (context 407) at
its south-east end (Illus 31). Although these bear
some similarity to cup-marks, they are deeper, and
are here interpreted here as pivot stones, though if
they were cup-marks, they could have come from a
destroyed Bronze Age cist. Currently there are nine
recorded Bronze Age cists (Craw 1929; Campbell &
Sandeman 1961; Cregeen & Harrington 1981) on
the Bruach an Druimein terrace, several of which
are decorated with cup-marks and have rebated
grooves down their sides. There is no doubt that
other cist sites would have been on this terrace and
probably removed in the past. During the construc-
tion of the ditch system enclosing the site, several
cist sites could have been disturbed. Numerous cists
were also discovered on the Poltalloch estate over
the course of agricultural improvements in the 19th
century. The possibility of further cists surviving at
Bruach na Cuirte at the north end of the terrace
has already been raised (Craw 1929). This area
and others on the terrace that are unaffected by
quarrying could contain further cists or evidence of
prehistoric activity.

Possible prehistoric rock art was also encountered
on a small rectangular boulder, which had been used
as one of the foundation stones for the buildings in
Area 2. A detailed description of it does not exist but
it was photographed (Illus 32). Close examination
of the photographs suggest it was not rock art, but
plough or other casual damage to the stone surface.
There are apparent lozenges, though this appears to
be coincidental. There are other lozenge-decorated
slabs in the Kilmartin area. A side slab of a cist with
interlinked multiple lozenge designs cut by two later
rebates was discovered at Badden (Campbell et al
1961), and a rectangular slab of similar dimensions
to the Bruach an Druimein stone with a lozenge
design was recovered from a cist in Carn Ban cairn,
Cairnbaan (RCAHMS 1986, 57). These two examples
are of Neolithic carved stones being reused and incor-
porated into Bronze Age burial context.

Although in the past finds of lithic artefacts in
the Kilmartin area have been rare in comparison to
the wealth of prehistoric monuments, mainly from
cists and burial chambers, an ongoing programme
of research and fieldwork based in the Kilmartin
Glen has so far located five surface lithic scatters
(Abernethy 2000). They are broadly comparable
in character to the lithics located at Bruach an
Druimein. It also seems apparent that the current
pattern of surface lithic scatters in the glen is
limited to areas not affected by peat stripping and

Illus 32 Fragmentary slab with incised lozenge ornament (missing), found in foundations 202, Area 2



major agricultural improvement, is also applicable
to the Bruach an Druimein terrace.

10.1.1 Possible cooking pits

Cregeen proposed that the group of features com-
prising the series of shallow oval pits (107, 115,
116, 117 & 118 ) and burnt-stone filled trough (109)
represented a complex of possible cooking pits. He
also proposed that they were the earliest features
encountered during the series of excavations and
they were contemporary with the deposition of the
lithic artefacts. The pits are between 5m and 10m
south-east of the main concentration of artefacts. No
lithic artefacts were recovered from the fill of the pits,
and the few that were recovered from the vicinity
were from disturbed contexts. The pits are thought
to pre-date two possible roundhouses because two of
the cooking pits are cut by post-holes.

Whether these pits represented the remains of
burnt mounds or associated activity was considered.
Burnt mounds can comprise a clay-lined trough dug
into the ground, surrounded by a mound of heat-
shattered stones and blackened, burnt-silt and
charcoal. It is generally thought that the trough
was used for holding water, which was heated by the
addition of hot stones. There are numerous interpre-
tations as to the use of these sites, but it is usually
accepted that many were used for cooking or as
saunas (Barfield & Hodder 1987, 370).

Many burnt mounds have been recorded through-
out Britain and Ireland. Although they have a wide
chronology, these mounds are predominantly dated
to the second millennium Bc (Buckley 1990, 9). Sites
on Bute, Arran and Islay have produced radiocarbon
dates in the third and second millennium Bc (Barber
1990, 102). However, these sites are sparse on the
mainland but ‘undoubtedly many burnt mounds
remain to be discovered in Argyll’ (Ritchie 1997,
49).

Although several hollows containing burnt
material were encountered at Bruach an Druimein,
only one of them (context 109) had classic burnt
mound characteristics: it comprised a clay-lined
trough filled with burnt stone and charcoal. This
particular feature had been recut and reused on
a number of occasions with a series of hearths in
its upper fills. A sample from the upper fill of this
feature, context 112 (GU-11095), produced a date
range of 390-200 cal Bc and its possible use as a
boiling trough clearly pre-dates this.

There are two comparable sites nearby, on the
opposite side of the Kilmartin Glen and currently
easily visible from Bruach an Druimein. A burnt
mound was also discovered during the construction
of a car park at Lady Glassery 1km to the north-east
(NR 8299 9760) (Anthony et al 2000). The investi-
gation at Lady Glassery revealed a feature that
exhibited many of the characteristics of a prehis-
toric burnt mound, including its form, location and
lack of associated features and artefacts.
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No finds were retrieved but samples from this
site were dated using two methods. Luminescence
dating was applied to samples of both burnt quartz
and feldspar (SUT L1472, 473, 475, 476), giving a
mean date of 2800 = 300 Bc (Anthony et al 2000).
After calibration, the radiocarbon date obtained
(GU-7865) produced an age range of approximately
2800-2400 cal Bc, which closely correlates with the
luminescence age.

Another site, 1.3km to the south-east, was located
by fieldwork and consisted of a lithic scatter in
association with geophysical anomalies suggestive
of a complex of burnt mounds (Abernethy 2001).
The setting of this particular site is very similar to
Bruach an Druimein. They lie on opposite sides of
the Glen, both are located near the edges of fluvio-
glacial terraces and command virtually the same
view. Both are in the zone suitable for cultivation
between the flood plain and the uplands but in a
position to take advantage of all three given a range
of seasonal activity.

10.1.2 Ditch complex

The ditch complex has a considerable history of
recutting, expansion and backfilling. Current
research and fieldwork (Abernethy 2001) suggests
that earthworks were also an important component
of the prehistoric monumentality in the Kilmartin
Glen but have not survived in such a recognizable
state as the upstanding stone monuments. It is also
suggested that prehistoric monument complexes
were incorporated into naturally bounded areas of
landscape, and palaeo-channels were sometimes
recut in order to enhance monument location and
create boundaries between the areas of landscape
occupied by the living and those occupied by the
ancestors. As the Bruach an Druimein terrace
contains at least three Bronze Age cist cemeteries,
prehistoric rock art both from graves and on exposed
bedrock, a surface lithic scatter and a possible pre-
historic burnt mound complex, the possibility that
the ditch complex was originally associated with
these sites or was originally a paleo-channel should
not be overlooked. It should also be noted that
Craw recorded a low curvilinear bank at the site
(Craw 1929). Cregeen noted that during his exca-
vations the bank was no longer visible, but Craw’s
plan of the bank followed the line of the ditch on its
northern side.

10.1.3 Discussion

Although the occupation of Bruach an Druimein
over a probable 5000-year period is one of the most
important aspects of this site, the lithic artefacts
from this site are best understood in how they relate
to the rest of the known prehistoric archaeology in
the area. Consequently, they should be recorded as
an additional lithic scatter that is in close proximity



to Bronze Age funerary activity, cup-and-ring marks,
and a probable prehistoric burnt mound, rather than
part of an assemblage of finds from a multi-period
settlement.

The discovery and identification of burnt mounds
and prehistoric earthworks in Kilmartin not only
contributes to our understanding of the overall dis-
tribution of these types of monument, but raises
the likelihood of the existence of more of these sites
in the Kilmartin area and their possible associa-
tions with more widespread activity throughout the
landscape. Recent fieldwork suggests that, despite
the abundance of upstanding prehistoric archaeology
in the Kilmartin Glen, it represents only a fraction
of the remains that would have originally been
present (Abernethy 2001). Throughout prehistory,
monuments were constantly modified and reinter-
preted, and so was the landscape they occupied.
The excavation, dating and palaeo-botanical study
of settlement and ritual sites is crucial to their
interpretation, and also to the wider understand-
ing of their relationship with the landscape of the
Kilmartin Glen.

10.2 Iron Age

Six closely correlating radiocarbon dates were
obtained from burnt botanical remains recovered
from Bruach an Druimein, all falling in the second
half of the first millennium Bc (see Section 7.5). The
samples comprised charcoal or burnt grain from
various parts of the site and the burning that affected
them may be the result of one major conflagration at
the site. Due to the shallow depth and level of dis-
turbance in the stratigraphy of the excavated areas,
some sequencing activity of the site has had to rely
on information revealed in the ditch sections.

An Iron Age radiocarbon date (GU-11093) was
obtained from backfill (context 407) from the inner
Ditch 401. There were considerable stratified
deposits below this level and it is clear that several
episodes of natural silting and possibly recutting
occurred before its deposition. The date is similar to
those from the occupation layer (context 003) across
the site and suggests the ditch was in use at the
same time as the main Iron Age occupation of the
site.

Almost 60 post-holes were recorded in Area
1, some 10m from the line of the ditch, many of
which were overlain by the burnt layer (context
003). Cregeen postulated that the concentra-
tion of post-holes represented two main phases
of roundhouse construction. Due to the distribu-
tion, character and fills of the post-holes it seems
apparent that two main phases of round timber
buildings are represented. House 2 seems certain
to be iron age in date, as a radiocarbon date of the
fourth to second centuries cal Bc (GU-11093) was
obtained from the remains of a burnt post in one
of its post-holes. As we have no date from House
1, it remains a possibility that it could date to the
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Early Historic period of occupation, rather than
Iron Age.

It was suggested by Cregeen that these houses
suffered a conflagration and the resulting burnt
material was cleared from the site and dumped into
the ditch. In Area 2, two test pits had also found
post-holes beneath a significant deposit of burnt
material. This indicates that the Iron Age timber
structures were probably much more extensive
across the terrace than indicated by the limited
area of excavation.

The identification of these structures as Iron Age
is important for two reasons. Firstly, these are the
first certain Iron Age roundhouses to have been
discovered by excavation in Argyll, and secondly
because they add to the repertoire of site types in
the Iron Age landscape. In Argyll, discussion of Iron
Age settlement has been dominated by the stone-
walled duns, brochs, forts and crannogs (eg Harding
1997). The existence of open, or slightly defended
settlements, has been suspected from the presence
of a few scattered hut circles (RCAHMS 1988, 203—
5), but confirmation by excavation is welcome, and
shows that low-lying arable areas were occupied as
well as craggy hilltops and lochs. Although Iron Age
roundhouses are well-represented in other areas
of Scotland, the stone-walled Atlantic roundhouse
tradition has been believed to have dominated the
western seaboard. Recognition of both traditions in
the Kilmartin Glen could imply contact with eastern
Scotland or southern Britain, but could also be due to
environmental factors (cf Henderson, Jon 2000, 119).
The previous lack of evidence for timber buildings
of this period may be due to lack of excavation in
suitable environments, combined with difficulties of
finding sites through aerial photography.

After the site had been burnt, and material
resulting from this event deposited in the inner
ditch, a revetment or wall was constructed along
the inner edge of the inner ditch. The inner ditch
was subsequently completely re-dug on at least
two occasions, with each of these episodes undergo-
ing natural silting before renewal. There are also
numerous features on the site that post-date the
conflagration. It may be the case that the phase of
rebuilding activity represented by the various stone
features set into context 003 are contemporary with
some of the ditch recuts but the original cutting of
the ditch and its earliest use could be contemporary
with the construction of House 1 or possibly consid-
erably older.

Outside the main concentration of post-holes
were three evenly spaced post-holes (29, 30, 31) in
alignment with, and 1.5m from, the inner edge of
the inner ditch. Cregeen postulated that this rep-
resented the remains of a palisade running parallel
with the ditch. Despite further investigation no other
post-holes were located along the line of the ditch
but he suggested the possible post-hole encountered
in the standing stone area could be further evidence
of the existence of such a structure. Post-holes 29,
30 and 31 averaged 0.4m in diameter and 0.5m



deep and were some of the largest encountered on
the site. A more plausible explanation may be that
these features represent the stanchions for a bridge
across the ditch complex.

A number of pits were located on the opposite side
of the ditch from these post-holes and within a few
metres of its outside edge (the ‘debris pits’). Two
samples of burnt grain from the pits gave calibrated
date ranges from the fourth century Bc to the first
century AD (see Section 7.5). This area was removed
by quarrying before any examination and the debris
pits only came to light during their destruction, so
the possibility that there were more extensive Iron
Age features in this area should not be overlooked.
Certainly a bridge at this point would have provided
easy access between the timber buildings and the
debris pits on the opposite side of the ditch.

The fully excavated area is only a small pro-
portion of the full extent of the settlement area,
possibly between 0.25 and 0.36ha, and enclosed
by a substantial multiphase ditch. A trial trench
excavated in Area 2 revealed archaeological features
including a post-hole (055) stratigraphically below
the building foundations (context 202). Excavation
of the standing stone area also revealed a number
of earlier features including a possible post-hole.
Therefore it is probable that the Iron Age occupa-
tion is more extensive and represents a considerable
domestic settlement containing a range of buildings,
partially enclosed by a ditch but also with activity
external to the defences.

10.2.1 Environmental and artefactual
evidence

The grain on the site represents material that had
been sorted and stored and was mainly six-row
barley, which tends to be the dominant crop on
Scottish mainland Iron Age sites. There is nothing in
the charcoal assemblage to suggest anything other
than normal management and exploitation of local
woodland resources for fuel and building material.
Unfortunately, there are few small finds that reflect
Iron Age activity on the site, and metalwork and
pottery are both absent. Some coarse stone tools
represent finds possibly attributable to the Iron Age
occupation at the site. These include hammerstones
and pounders (SF nos 31, 97, 10, 145, 161, 166, 190)
and a possible pivot stone. Although pivot stones are
difficult to date when out of context, this one was
found in the fill from one of the debris pits. Further
evidence of building detritus was also found in the
debris pits in the form of pieces of burnt wattle and
daub and considerable quantities of burnt clay.

Due to the poor condition and level of redeposi-
tion affecting the bone assemblage it is not possible
to comment on the social processes leading to
their original deposition other than they represent
domestic activities associated with a general occupa-
tion layer. The lack of any other occupation debris or
afloor pattern suggestive of a living space is probably
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a result of the clearing of the site into the ditch.
Evidence for a central hearth in House 2 could have
been destroyed by the insertion of the later stone
slab (context 101) with its chocking stones beneath.
It is probable that the hearth in the upper layers
of Pit 109 was used as a central hearth for House 1
(context 113). The date from a layer beneath Hearth
112 correlates with the other Iron Age dates.

10.2.2 The Iron Age in Argyll

Iron Age sites in Mid Argyll are mainly present
in the form of isolated duns and forts and little is
known of the wider landscape occupation and of
more ephemeral structures. Duns are sub-circular
stone-walled enclosures, mainly between 10m and
15m in diameter, and usually located on the summits
of hills, knolls and crags in the vicinity of low-lying
farmable coastal land. Forts are often very similar
to this category of monument applying, to enclosures
that contain over 375sq m (RCAHMS 1971, 18).
Although abundant — the RCAHMS inventory for
Mid Argyll lists 63 duns and 30 forts — few of these
sites have been excavated and even less of them to
modern standards. Most are severely ruinous, but
better-preserved examples show variation in archi-
tectural detail and ground plans. Where dates are
available, they demonstrate a wide range of occu-
pation and debate has centred on the chronology of
the various forms of enclosure, with Iron Age inter-
pretation often being associated with the defensive
settlement of a warlike hierarchical society. Dates
from duns/forts in Mid Argyll that correlate with
the Bruach an Druimein dates include some of the
earlier occupation at Dunadd which lies some 7km
to the south-east. Although a nuclear fort with a long
sequence of occupation, the structure on the summit
had once been a dun. Two samples from this area
produced calibrated radiocarbon dates in the second
half of the first millennium Bc (Lane & Campbell
2000, 84, Table 3.1). Seventeen kilometres north-
west of Bruach a Druimein, excavation of a fort/dun
on Eilean an Duin recovered charcoal from below
the rampart with dates of 404 Bc to 40 Bc (Nieke &
Boyd 1987).

Although not as abundant, there are other settle-
ment forms attested to for this period in Mid Argyll
including crannogs, timber roundhouses and caves.
Like forts and duns, they also have a broad chro-
nology and few have been excavated, but some of
them have produced date ranges similar to Bruach
an Druimein. Ten kilometres north-east of Bruach
an Druimein at Loch Ederline, a date of 2320 + 45
BP was obtained from a structural timber from a
crannog (RCAHMS 1988, 205). Slightly further
afield, excavations at a multi-phase settlement and
hillfort at Balloch Hill in Kintyre produced a series
of dates from 2690 BP to 1970 Bp (Peltenburg 1982)
and MacArthur’s Cave in Oban produced a range
of dates in the second half of the first millennium
BC (Saville & Hallen 1994). Although Duntroon Fort



has not been scientifically dated, its main construc-
tion and occupation has been attributed to the later
first millennium Bc (Nieke 1990). This site is 4km
south-west of Bruach an Druimein, has evidence of
grain production and its heavily vitrified wall debris
is testimony to the site being affected by a major fire.
Within a relatively small area there appears to be a
wide range of architectural forms in use at the same
time. It is also the case that certain architectural
forms introduced during the Iron Age and earlier,
such as timber roundhouses, duns and crannogs,
continued to be used in later periods.

It is interesting that the Iron Age occupation of
Bruach an Druimein represents a roundhouse set-
tlement enclosed by a substantial ditch complex
situated in a low-lying area of landscape when the
dominant architectural form for this period in Mid
Argyll is the hilltop dun. Although the architec-
ture and setting are somewhat different, a number
of comparisons can be made. Duns are often in
locally defensible and strategic locations close to the
coast and areas of farmland. Although Bruach an
Druimein is located on a low-lying terrace on the
side of a valley it is also in highly visible strategic
location, commanding extensive views over the
extent of the Kilmartin Glen. The enclosing ditch
and its proximity to the edge of the promontory with
steep sides down to the valley floor also suggest
maximizing the defensive potential of this location
and the defensive nature of this site could have
been more complex than revealed by partial exca-
vation. However, in this case, the possibility that
the defences were more psychological than physical
should not be overlooked.

Several writers (including Ritchie 1997, 58) have
commented on the unsatisfactory nature of certain
inventory classifications and advise caution when
fitting partial archaeological remains into pre-
existing models for Iron Age occupation. Ritchie also
notes that the impressive nature of duns and forts
has focussed attention away from other Iron Age set-
tlement forms (Ritchie 1997, 59). Harding stresses
the need to understand how the different classes of
monuments relate to each other and the developing
landscape within the context of Iron Age settlement
in Atlantic Scotland and beyond (Harding 1997,
118).

The amount of different types of settlement form
and the deviations of conformity in forts and duns
does suggest that there could be a wider variation
in the character and distribution of Iron Age sites
in Argyll, and such structures await discovery. The
one thing that most of these sites have in common
though, is the tendency for them to be associated with
elements of defence or refuge, as well as control and
exploitation of the surrounding landscape. Although
defence is an important element in many of these
sites, viewing solely on these grounds only hinders
attempts with further interpretation. Excavations
at Duntroon Fort (Christison 1905) and Balloch
hill (Peltenburg 1982) have revealed evidence more
associated with subsistence farming rather than
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warfare, and some Iron Age sites were clearly open
to easy attack. The Bruach an Druimein Iron Age
settlement could fit this pattern and it is probably
the case that the defendable nature of some Iron Age
sites in Argyll is more symbolic than functional.

10.3 Early Historic
Ewan Campbell

Bruach an Druimein was clearly an important settle-
ment site during the Early Historic period, but it is
difficult to certain about the nature of the occupation
due to the disturbance of the stratigraphy. A sub-
stantial number of artefacts which can be ascribed
to the Early Historic, or early medieval, period were
recovered, and these give a number of pointers as
to the type of activities taking place on the site. It
is unfortunate that none of the structural evidence
can be related certainly to these finds, as the site is
unique in the area at this period in being an open
settlement rather than a hilltop dun or fort. As such,
the site fills a major gap in our understanding of the
overall settlement pattern at an important period
of transition. In the later part of the Early Historic
period, a millennium-long tradition of stone-walled
hilltop settlement was giving way to a pattern of
open dispersed settlement typical of the medieval
period, a pattern which persists to the modern
period. Both the status and chronology of Bruach an
Druimein are therefore vital to an understanding of
this process, but the finds also give some indication
of the extent of the cultural contacts available to the
inhabitants.

10.3.1 The metalworking area

The finds of the period can be listed as certain and
probable. Those certainly belonging to the period
include the two beads (SF nos 077 & 201), the shale
motif piece (SF 28), the double spiral-headed pin
(SF 119) and the mould fragment (SF 33). Probable
items include the seven iron knives (SF nos 013,
093, 094, 125, 140, 185, 213) and four punches (SF
nos 149, 193, 239, 240), the crucible fragments (SF
nos 045, 049, 085), the shale bangle (SF 202), and
two missing items, a copper alloy cylinder (SF 128a,
b) and a lead strip (SF 92). Although this seems a
small assemblage, in comparison to other first-mil-
lennium sites in Argyll, it is substantial, both in its
range and quantity (Campbell & Crone 2005, Table
4).

In terms of chronology, none of the items can
be ascribed to a precise date, but there does seem
to be a range of dates in the material, suggesting
a fairly sustained period of occupation. The beads
have been dated to the eighth/ninth and seventh/
ninth centuries, the motif piece possibly to the late
ninth/10th centuries, and the spiral-headed pin has
a seventh/ninth century date. The other material
is less chronologically sensitive, but the knives, the



bangle and the mould technology are closely paral-
leled in the seventh-century metalworking deposits
at Dunadd. These dates are important as they
suggest that occupation was contemporary with
the main floruit of Dunadd in the seveth to ninth
centuries (Lane & Campbell 2000, 97, phases D &
E).

In terms of the function of the site, some informa-
tion can be gained from the type of activities taking
place there. The mould and fragments of three
crucibles point to the production of fine metalwork,
and chemical analysis shows that silver was being
worked. One of the fragments (SF 49) is from a
tiny crucible probably similar to Dunadd Type D
which was used for gold and silver casting (Lane
& Campbell 2000, 206). There is considerable
evidence that silver personal ornaments, particu-
larly brooches, were the preserve of the upper
echelons of nobility at this period (Nieke 1993),
and large-scale production of these items was
found at Dunadd (Lane & Campbell 2000, 201-11).
It has been claimed that production of precious
metal brooches in particular was restricted to royal
sites such as Dunadd (Campbell 1996, Table 4.1).
However, recent analytical work has shown that
silver was being utilized on a wide variety of site
types, many of which were not high status (Campbell
& Heald 2007). As a local example, the crannog at
Loch Glashan has a crucible with indications of
silver-working (Campbell & Crone forthcoming). It
may be that metalworkers were not restricted to
high status sites, even if the items they produced
were worn by high status individuals. The motif
piece fits into the idea of Bruach an Druimein as a
craftworkers site. Motif pieces were used by craft-
workers to try out designs to be expressed in metal,
stone, wood or leather. It is interesting that the date
of this piece shows that craft activities were contin-
uing on the site into the Norse period, as it shows
clear Norse influence in its style. This does not nec-
essarily mean the presence of Norse settlers in the
area, as by this period there was fluidity and inter-
action in art styles between Norse and Gael. The
only other possible evidence for Norse in mainland
Argyll is a late 10th-century hoard containing an
Anglo-Saxon coin, which was discovered less than
a kilometre to the north, hidden in a prehistoric
cairn (RCAHMS 1988, 35), and a bead and axehead
from Loch Glashan (Campbell & Crone 2005). The
iron tools found on the site, mainly knives and
punches, back up the view that craftworking was a
major activity on the site, but the lack of weapons
differentiate it from royal sites such as Dunadd or
Dunollie (Section 8.8). Finally, the very fine perfo-
rated whetstone, SF 135, could be associated with
this phase of the site if it is of the Norse period
rather than medieval.

The other early medieval material from the site
consists of personal adornments: a shale bangle, two
beads and an iron pin. Analysis of the beads show
they are closely comparable to some from Dunadd,
perhaps suggesting they were manufactured there,
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or perhaps obtained there. The bangle is made from
a material which is not local in origin, but again
there was working of this material at Dunadd (Lane
& Campbell 2000, 192-5), perhaps suggesting this
was where this object was obtained. However, two
missing objects were described in the catalogue as
‘Tumps of lignite’, so may indicate shaleworking on
the site. The pin is interesting as it is similar to a
seventh/eighth century type widespread in Anglo-
Saxon areas, but also found less commonly in Wales
(Campbell & McDonald 1995, 92), though it is
formed in a different manner, not by splitting a pin
and twisting out the two strands on opposite sides,
but by coiling a single strand across both sides.
Similar forms are also found in Irish contexts, but
it is possible that this is a local copy of an Anglo-
Saxon form, especially given the known presence of
Anglo-Saxon objects at Dunadd (Lane & Campbell
2000, 241-7).

Taken as a whole, the finds assemblage indicate
a site which has access to high status material
such as silver for craftworking purposes, but was
otherwise not of particularly high status. Metal-
working, both of iron and non-ferrous metals,
seems to have been the main focus of activity. The
finds show close links with the nearby major royal
site of the kings of the Dal Riata at Dunadd, and
suggest that the site was closely linked to activi-
ties there. Hints of wider contacts are given by
the Norse-style ornament in the motif piece, and
the possible Anglo-Saxon influence in the double
spiral-headed pin.

As far as the structures on the site are concerned,
the only indication as to whether any are of Early
Historic date comes from the overall distribu-
tion pattern. It is noticeable that almost all of the
finds discussed above come from a very restricted
area, squares B2, B3, B9, B12 and B13, the area
around the Area 2 structures. A few others come
from the ditch sections to the north, probably
where midden material from these activities was
dumped. The structures, though insubstantial, are
close in size and appearance to the stone and turf
structures on the seventh-century metalworking
site at Dunadd (Lane & Campbell 2000, 73—4, illus
2.38). It is possible that these are indeed of early
medieval date, and represent the remains of small
bothies for metalworking. The actual habitations of
the metalworkers would then lie elsewhere in the
vicinity. If this is accepted, it is possible that other
finds concentrated in this area belong to the Early
Historic phase. Thus some of the flints, which were
noted as being similar to the assemblage from the
metalworking site at Dunadd, could belong to this
period. There is much uncertainty about flintwork-
ing at this period, but there does seem increasing
evidence for an early medieval tradition which has
tended to have been ignored in the past (Healey
2000, 200). As House 1 is effectively undated, it
remains a possibility that it could date to the early
medieval period, but there is no confirmation of
this in the distribution of artefacts.



10.3.2 The long-cist cemetery and wider
aspects of the site

In 1929, four long-cist graves were excavated at the
then edge of the gravel pit, about 20m to the south
of the Area 2 (Craw 1929, 157-8, Appendix B). No
finds were recorded at the time, but two years later
Craw revisited the site and found a broken ogham-
inscribed stone which he suggested derived from
one of these graves (Craw 1932, 448-50). Long-cists
are characteristic of the second half of the first mil-
lennium ap, though they may have an origin in the
first half of the millennium (Ashmore 2003, 40). The
ogham has been read as the Irish name Cronan,
and may date to around the ninth century (Forsyth
1996, 443-56). However, despite Craw’s comments,
it seems just as likely that the inscription was never
part of one of the cists, but was from an upright
pillar stone associated with one of the graves, or a
small piece inserted in a cist.

What is the context of these graves? The only
indication we have of an early Christian site is
the disused placename Kilchiarain (Kill y Kiaran)
(Campbell & Sandeman 1961, 69), which is asso-
ciated with the site. Kil- placename elements are
often ancient, and can be associated with churches
or monasteries, though no trace of either now
remains. This raises the possibility that the site
had a religious function, rather than purely secular.
Craftworking activities are often found on early
monastic sites, and there would be no question
that monks could have access to precious metals.
The enclosing bank and ditch could then be inter-
preted as a monastic vallum, even if it originated
in the Iron Age. However, a burial site does not
necessarily imply either a monastery or a church
at this period, and it is possible given our lack of
knowledge of open settlements of the period, that
a secular settlement could have a closely associ-
ated cemetery. There does seem to be a plethora
of kil- placenames in the Kilmartin area (Lane &
Campbell 2000, illus 1.35), and it seems unlikely
that all could be churches, so some may be just
burial grounds. However, a monastic interpreta-
tion cannot be ruled out, and the use of ogham does
imply literacy in the inscriber. If the site is an open,
secular settlement, then it would the first so identi-
fied in Argyll at this period. As with the preceding
Iron Age settlement, it provides a counterbalance
to the view that all settlement at the time was on
hill-tops.

10.4 Medieval

Evidence dating to the medieval period is in the form
of a small assemblage of 24 pottery sherds, two of
which are now lost. Examination of the full assem-
blage (by Cambell 1986) and 22 sherds (by Will
2003) has them broadly dating from the late 12th
through to the 15th centuries. The sherds are mainly
small, abraded and mostly came from the topsoil.
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Severe disturbance from ploughing was evident in
the excavated areas and it is probable that some
sherds had been redeposited from the occupation
layer (context 003). The majority of the medieval
sherds were recovered from topsoil in the vicinity
of the building remains (context 202) in Area 2, four
from the final backfill of the ditch system, one from
above the paving over this backfill and one from the
topsoil in Area 1. It should be noted that Area 2 was
only partially excavated. None of the pottery finds
in this area were from a secure context. Other small
finds potentially dating to this period include whet-
stones and some of the iron artefacts. None of these
items were recovered from a secure context and it
is not possible to assign a particular period to these
artefacts on typological grounds as their form has a
long chronology.

10.4.1 Ditch backfill

During excavation of the ditch sections, small finds
from various periods were encountered, from topsoil
or the final backfill in Ditch Sections 1, 2 and 3.
The most recent finds from the final ditch backfill
were four sherds of medieval pottery, all from
Ditch Section 2. One sherd (SF 170) is recorded
as being found beside or immediately above the
paved walkways (context 408) running over the top
of the Ditch 3 in grid square All. The final back-
filling of the ditch system, and possibly the laying
of the paving, must have occurred during or later
than the medieval period, possibly in two stages.
Unfortunately, the paved walkways were not inves-
tigated further by excavation, but it was noted that
the stones were not weathered and where they were
located the ditch fill had soft earth on each side. It
was also suggested that the level they were at could
correspond to the level in Area 2 where the founda-
tion stones were set.

10.4.2 Paving

There was evidence for paving elsewhere on the site,
some of which may be the result of activity during
the medieval period. Only one pottery sherd was
located in Area 1 and it is possible that some of the
paving in this area may be associated with the use of
the Iron Age timber buildings or contemporary with
the revetment/walling along the inside of the inner
ditch. Where paving overlies House 2, it appears to
have been laid soon after the clearance of the burnt
debris (context 003) as, apart from a thin layer of
occupation deposits, there is no apparent build up
of stratified contexts between the post-holes and the
paving. In and around Area 2 the paving is at a level
where there are considerable stratified deposits
below. None of the remains of paving outside of Area
1 appeared to represent a domestic floor or be associ-
ated with building remains, but some did represent
the remains of a complex of paths and others could



be the remains of external floors. Therefore the
paving could possibly be the result of work associ-
ated with agricultural or other outdoor activity.

10.4.3 Area 2

Several finds of iron slag and cinder were encoun-
tered in Area 2 that suggest a degree of metalworking
in the vicinity. There was also a deposit of heated
sand (Classified Material no 62) surrounded by the
foundation stones of one of the buildings. There is a
possibility that the exposed archaeological remains
in Area 2 represent two main phases of activity,
firstly during the Early Historic (discussed earlier),
possibly associated with metalworking and then
during the medieval period possibly as a smithy
and/or bloomery. Unfortunately, this area was only
partially excavated and records are sparse, so the
relationship between the building remains (context
202) and the layer of cobbling (context 201) is
unclear. The stratigraphy has also been disturbed
and medieval, Early Historic and prehistoric finds
are intermingled throughout the upper archaeologi-
cal layers. Earlier features were encountered during
test pitting in this area but no finds were encoun-
tered and no further investigation took place. It
cannot be ascertained whether the cobbling and
foundations stones are broadly contemporary and
probably medieval or later, or whether the cobbling
is medieval and the stone foundations Dark Age. It
should be noted that the two houses adjacent to the
site both have names associated with metalworking
activity — Balnagoun (Gaelic = house of the smith)
and Cnoc an Teallaidh (Gaelic = hill of the forge)
— that suggest a remembered history of metalwork-
ing in the vicinity.

10.4.4 Medieval background

The archaeological record in Mid Argyll from the
12th to 15th centuries is mainly represented by
ecclesiastical and associated monuments: chapels,
carved grave slabs and free-standing crosses. The
grave slabs and crosses tend to have been moved
and their original sites are not always known.
There are also a small number of castles that were
in use at this time (Duntroon, RCAHMS 1998) but
others were not built until after this period. Other
sites from Mid Argyll in use at this time can be
found on small islands on both sea and inland
lochs. Excavation of the now submerged island
settlement at Loch Glashan (Fairhurst 1969)
revealed that the complex of buildings constructed
on top of an artificial terrace on the island shore
was occupied during the 14th century. Some of
the Argyllshire island dwellings are represented
on Pont’s map of about 1590, for example Loch
Leathan and Dubh Loch (RCAHMS 1998, 23) and
may have been in use earlier. As the Loch Glashan
site is not recorded on Pont’s map it may already
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have been abandoned by this time. The crannog
site adjacent to the island settlement in Loch
Glashan was occupied during the first millennium
(Campbell & Crone 2005), and in other parts of
Scotland crannogs have produced dates from the
early Iron Age to medieval periods (Barber &
Crone 1993), so this type of architecture may also
have been in use in Argyll during the medieval
period. The known Argyllshire medieval sites can
be seen to be associates with high status, religion,
places of refuge or defence and possibly sites for
specialist activity/industry and little is known
of the wider rural settlement pattern of Argyll.
Current ongoing work on the deserted settlement
of Mid Argyll has identified both the longevity of
some of these sites and possible medieval building
forms (James 2003).

The overall evidence for medieval settlement
activity at Bruach an Druimein is very sparse. The
paved areas and paths may relate to the use of this
area as a smithy with a few medieval pottery sherds
becoming mixed with later deposits as a result of
later cultivation of the terrace.

10.5 Post-medieval

There were two significant features encountered
during the excavation with associations to the post-
medieval period. The first major feature encountered
during topsoil stripping was a large slab of stone
(context 101). When lifted it was found to rest on a D-
shaped arrangement of chocking stones. Its function
was never discerned and it was referred to as a
workbench or table located in the centre of the Iron
Age House 2. As this stone and the chocking stones
beneath it were unaffected by burning it was clearly
later than the use of House 2, but it had been cut
from a higher level into the top of the natural gravel.
Other than post-dating the fire affecting this part of
the site its age is undeterminable but there is a pos-
sibility that it could be medieval or later in origin.

At a distance of 43m WNW of this feature stood
a tapered and dressed stone of epidiorite 1.65m in
height. Excavations in this area exposed a cobbled
platform extending around the stone to form a
square with rounded corners. Both the platform
and stone were partially overlying the inner
ditch of the ditch complex, therefore later than
its medieval backfill. It was also revealed that the
stone had been set into a shallow cradle of flat slabs
amongst the cobbles. A piece of modern glass and a
ceramic marble, both possibly 19th-century, were
found in these contexts. The stone fell in 1974 and
its socket was excavated on behalf of HBM: SDD
(Historic Scotland) by Ashmore and Hill. A post-
medieval date for the stone suggests that it was a
cattle rubbing stone, but could have been erected
at the time of layout of the Poltalloch estate as a
piece of conscious antiquarianism, similar to the
ruined follies commonly constructed in the land-
scaped parks of this date elsewhere.



10.6 Ditch complex

Whereas the stratigraphy in Area 1 is shallow,
disturbed by ploughing and the recognizable layers
are badly truncated, the sections through the ditch
system revealed a long and complex history of reuse,
which has been essential in contributing to our
understanding of the overall site formation. Finds
from the investigation of the ditch sections are
sparse and only one sample suitable for radiocarbon
dating was obtained, but these have considerably
furthered our understanding of the chronology of
the ditch.

The sample recovered from burnt debris in
the backfill of the inner and earliest ditch in the
sequence of ditch renewals (Ditch 401) gave a date
range of 390-90 cal Bc. This deposit is essentially
the same in character to the burnt layer across the
site (context 003) from where a correlating date was
obtained (370-50 cal Bc). It seems likely that after
House 2 burnt down the site was cleared and burnt
debris dumped into the ditch, as Cregeen proposed.
A revetment or wall (406) was built directly above
context 405, which could be contemporary with
some of the paving in Area 1 (contexts 102, 103), as
contexts 102 and 103 are immediately above context
003. Other than being able to decipher a sequence
of ditch renewal, the only datable activity from the
ditch system is its final backfill.

During excavation of the ditch sections, small finds
from various periods were encountered that are rep-
resentative of all of the main phases of occupation
at the site and included lithic artefacts, metalwork
and pottery. These finds were only encountered
from Ditch Sections 1, 2 and 3 and almost exclu-
sively from the final backfill of the ditch system or
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the topsoil above it. Part of a broken iron nail (SF
238) is recorded as being found level with the base
of the wall constructed along the inner edge of the
inner Ditch 406. Its exact find spot is not recorded
and in the finds book is entered at the end of the
list amongst several other late, unstratified or stray
finds. It is probably the case that this was a stray
find from the vicinity of the wall base and level with
it, but probably from the fill of the final ditch. The
latest finds from the final ditch backfill were four
sherds of medieval pottery (SF nos 072 x 2, SF 83,
SF 216) all from Ditch Section 2. One sherd (SF 170)
is recorded as being found beside or immediately
above the paved walkways running over the top of
the ditch in grid A11. Therefore the final backfilling
of the ditch system must have happened during or
later than the medieval period.

The relationship, if any, between the ditch and the
Craw Bank can only be speculated but the possibility
that it represents a bank, constructed from the fill
of one or other of the ditches, should not be ignored.
Unfortunately, it is not possible to determine if
there was another ditch running parallel on the
exterior of the bank. The two tributary ditches in the
northern face of the quarry would have been located
on the route of the Craw Bank and if the third one
continued on its projected course it would have
crossed the path of the Craw Bank and enclosing
ditch system. Unfortunately, it is now impossible
to determine whether the tributary ditches cut
through, went under or abutted the Craw Bank, or
how they relate to the history of the enclosing ditch
system. The tributary ditch on the north-west, like
the inner ditch of the enclosing system, had a stone
wall along its western edge so these ditches could be
contemporary.





