
1 Summary

The archaeological site of Camas Daraich (on the
peninsula of the Point of Sleat, in south-west Skye)
was revealed in November 1999 when stone tools
were discovered in the upcast from a newly bulldozed
track. Excavation took place in May 2000, directed
by the authors and under the auspices of Historic
Scotland, the Centre for Field Archaeology and the
Department of Archaeology, University of Edin-
burgh. The excavations were small-scale and brief,
but they demonstrated the survival of stratified
features (scoops and a possible hearth) as well as an
assemblage of nearly 5000 flaked lithics, comprising
both tools and debris. There was no organic preserva-
tion, with the exception of burnt hazelnut shell. The
composition of the lithic assemblage suggested that
the excavated site was Mesolithic and this was
confirmed by the radiocarbon determinations, which
place it securely in the mid 7th millennium BC.
Surface material suggested that there was evidence
for more recent prehistoric (stone-tool-using)
activity in the vicinity.

Although the archaeological work at Camas Dar-
aich was limited, the site is interesting for several
reasons. First, it is one of a growing number of sites
in the area with early dates for human settlement
(until the mid 1980s dated Mesolithic evidence was
lacking in the north of Scotland). Second, the lithic
raw materials in use at Camas Daraich connect it
firmly to a wider network of sites and provide conclu-
sive evidence for human mobility. Third, further
Mesolithic material is likely to survive at Camas
Daraich so that the future well-being of the site is an
important issue. Fourth, though there was no
organic preservation, used pumice was recovered
and this is rare on Mesolithic sites. Fifth, the lithics
include both narrow-blade tools and conventionally
broader/larger pieces and the relationship between
these two traditions is still poorly understood in
Scottish archaeology. Camas Daraich suggests that
they may not be as clearly separated as previously
thought.
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Illus 1 Camas Daraich: location map
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